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Will Indy’s wages go up after tax cuts? 


Not all companies that benefit will provide increases 


Fatima Hussein 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


News that Fifth Third Bancorp plans 
to raise its minimum hourly wage to $15 
following the passage of federal tax re- 
form has Indianapolis workers wonder- 
ing when they are going to get their 
raise. 

“We have to applaud employers who 


choose to share their windfall with em- 
ployees — because it’s the right thing to 
do,” said Stuart Mora, union organizer 
for Unite Here in Indianapolis. 

“But the reality of the world is that 
the majority of employers won't do that 
out of the goodness of their heart if 
working people don’t stand up and fight 
for their share of it.” 

The sweeping Republican tax over- 
haul, passed by Congress Wednesday, 


@ USA TODAY 


Government avoids shutdown with 
spending measure, 2B 


includes a 40 percent tax cut for corpo- 
rations that proponents say will spur 
economic growth. 

Fifth Third, AT&T and other compa- 
nies said they would boost pay for work- 
ers. 

Fifth Third President and CEO Greg 


Carmichael said the tax cut gave the 
bank an opportunity to re-evaluate 
what it pays employees and share some 
of the savings. Nearly 3,000 workers 
will see hourly wages rise to $15. Others 
will receive a $1,000 bonus. 

“We want to invest in our most im- 
portant asset — our people,” he said. 
“Our employees drive our reputation, 
our business and our success.” 

The last time the federal government 


See WAGE, Page 8A 


IN TIME OF NEED 


Oseola, left, smiles as she opens a present from 
Santa, aka Matt Wilhelm, and others visiting 
patients at the Abbie Hunt Bryce Home on 
Thursday. This is the first time that Santa has 
visited at Christmastime at the hospice for the 
terminally ill who have nowhere else to go and 
are without financial resources. Presents and 
treats were included in this moment of joy, 
hoping to provide happiness for the patients. 
Steve, right, opens a present and holiday cards 


as Santa looks on. KELLY WILKINSON/INDYSTAR 
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Madison 
County 
scuttles 
Madison 
statue plan 


Robert King and Vic Ryckaert 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Madison County never expected to 
find itself amid the national debate over 
the removal of controversial monu- 
ments. 

But just the idea of erecting a statue 
after the county’s namesake has caused 
an uproar. 

James Madison wasn't a confederate 
leader, though. The nation’s fourth 
president was, however, a slave owner. 

In the kind of predicament foreshad- 
owed by President Donald Trump last 
summer, county officials are shelving 
plans to erect the Madison statue, coun- 
ty administrator Dan Dykes said. Other 
financial priorities also played a role in 
the decision. 

“Ten years ago nobody would have 


See STATUE, Page 6A 


James Madison, America’s fourth 
president, is considered the “Father of 
the Constitution.” He was also a slave 
owner. NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY, 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
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